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Cosimo had been educated at the celebrated school at-
tached to the Camaldolese monastery of Sta. Maria degli
Angeli in the Via degli Alfani.5 He knew Greek, Latin, He-
brew, and Arabic, besides several modern languages, and
was passionately fond of both Learning and Art. He also
possessed all the qualities which distinguished his father,
and on becoming head of the family soon showed that he
would be likely to play a more prominent part in Florentine
affairs than his father The family were by this time growing
enormously wealthy, owning banks in as many as sixteen
capital cities in Europe, 6 and Cosimo's great wealth,
courteous demeanour, ability, and tact, all joined as it was
to a generous disposition, made him fully as popular with the
people as his father had been.

In Cosimo de7 Medici the party of the nobles (the Grandi),
then headed by the powerful family of the Albizzi, saw a
formidable opponent. They already detested this wealthy
family who were rising from the class of the Popolanl and
gaining such influence, and they saw in its new head one
who aroused their bitterest jealousy. They therefore de-
termined that the Medici must be entirely rooted out of
Florence. This, however, was not easy to accomplish,
Cosimo7s popularity being so great; moreover, the most
respected of their number, the aged Niccolo da TJzzano, was
against any such design Machiavelli tells us that when the
other nobles consulted him regarding their proposed action
against the Medici he warned them that in a trial of strength
the latter would win; that if Cosimo were put to death as
they desired, Florence would be in danger of having Rinaldo
degli Albizzi as a despot, and that if either was to prevail,
of the two he preferred Cosimo; "but," he added, "God de-
liver this city from private usurpation." So that for the
present the nobles were forced to bide their time.

In i4sor two years after his father's death, Cosimo began
to carry out a project which he had had under consideration
froni the time he succeeded his father, that of building a